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Summer Programs 

The need for youth to be supervised and safe does not end with the school year. For this reason, summer 
programs like those funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s 21 st Century Community Learning 
Centers (21 st CCLC) program are vital for the well-being of youth. Summer schools have traditionally 
served youth who are in need of remedial academic assistance, though many schools and community-based 
organizations have created programs which provide recreation and extracurricular learning for all youth. 
Like afterschool programs, summer programs keep kids safe, help working families and improve academic 
achievement. 

Summer programs are also critical to ensuring that youth receive the same nutritious meals and snacks 
during the summer as those offered during the school year. The Food Research and Action Center reports 
that in July 2001, only 3.2 million youth around the nation received food through federal summer nutrition 
programs, as compared to 15.3 million youth who receive meals through such programs during the school 
year. 1 

According to the U.S. Department of Education, as of September 2000, 25% of all school districts and 55% 
of high-poverty urban schools provide summer school for struggling students. 2 Though summer programs 
provide an essential service to youth and the community, these programs are often among the first to be 
affected by budget cuts. In Washington, D.C., summer school enrollment has been reduced by 50% due to 
budget constraints; New York City has proposed a budget cut which could reduce summer attendance by 
35,000 youth; and Kansas City, Kansas, may eliminate its summer school program completely. 3 
Communities increasingly are looking toward grants like the 21 st CCLC program to provide youth with safe 
and enriching summer experiences: the first year 21 st CCLC grants were awarded, two-thirds of the grantees 
operated a summer program in addition to afterschool programs. 4 

Closing the Achievement Gap Throughout the Summer 

• New Futures for Little Rock Youth, a community-based organization in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
partners with Brandeis University to offer the Summer Transitions youth program, which is funded in 
part by 21 st CCLC grants and the DeWitt-Wallace Reader’s Digest Fund. The program aims to 
promote work-preparedness by helping youth understand the connection between education and 
work, witness first-hand opportunities in the labor market and help youth who are at-risk for falling 
behind in school. In the past, the project-based learning program engaged youth in constructing a 
science lab, pool tables and portable greenhouses. One participating site reported increased math 
scores at the end of the summer. 5 

• Summer school in Clackamas County, Oregon recently expanded to include enrichment and academic 
activities for both at-risk and high-achieving elementary students. Y outh can select reading and math 
classes in addition to music, art and science programs. The program, which provides bus 
transportation for students, is funded through federal grants and local public dollars. 

So many kids can lose so much during the summer , and I wanted them to keep up that 
momentum of learning on a daily basis. 

-Andrea Rohm, parent 6 



